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WHY ACCREDITATION?

Competent

Authority

 Different systems exist and have existed:

 Advantages and Challenges of Accreditation

Appointment
Recognition

Designation

Accreditation

Can Reduce 
Administrative 

Burden of 
Authorities

Allows Cross 
Boarder 

Implementation

Unified 
Procedures 
Based on 

International 
Standards 

Quality 
Control by 
Umbrella 

Organizations

Effective 
Information 
Exchange

Qualification 
of Assessors

Effective 
Surveillance 

Of 
Accreditation 

Body 

Sufficient 
Number of 
Assessors

In the present 
probably the most 

frequently used 
system in GHG-MRV
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WHO IS INVOLVED

IN ACCREDITATION? Operator

NAB*

RUO**

Verification

Body Competent

Authority

* National Accreditation Body

** Regional Umbrella Organization, i.e. IAAC (Inter-American Accreditation Cooperation)

*** International Accreditation Forum

IAF***
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LEGAL FRAMEWORK OF AN ACCREDITATION SYSTEM

National GHG  

Reduction 

Program -

Specific 

Regulations 

for Verification

Regional 
Standards

ISO 
Standards on 
Verification

International 
Law

Guidance of the  

- Regional Umbrella Organization 
for Accreditation

- Authorities

National Law on 
Accreditation

ISO 
Standards on 
Accreditation
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REQUIREMENTS FOR ACCREDITATION BODIES

 An accreditation body has to meet the requirements set by

 National Law

 And/or applicable standards (ISO 17011)

 Guidance of regional umbrella organization

 Requirements can concern:

 Requirements are checked by internal audits

Management 
System

Procedures
for

Accreditation
Activities

Independence 
and 

Impartiality

Documentation 
and 

Confidentiality

Competence 
of Auditors

Procedures
for

Complaints

Procedures 
for Continued 
Improvement

Should Act as 
a Public 
Authority

Should be 
Non-Profit 
Oriented in 
Regards to 

Accreditation

Legal Status, 
Liability and 
Financing 

Organization 
and 

Responsibilities
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 The accreditation body appoints a competent assessment team for

each particular assessment of a verification body

 Decision on accreditation is usually made by a counsil or senior

management of the accreditation body

 The persons involved in the decision on accreditation may not have been

engaged in the assessment of the verification body.

REQUIREMENTS FOR ACCREDITATION BODIES

Lead 
Assessor

Assessor(s)
Technical 
Expert(s)
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 Accreditation bodies are usually monitored by the affiliated Member 

State

 Accreditation bodies are subject to Peer Evaluation organized by

regional umbrella organizations

REQUIREMENTS FOR ACCREDITATION BODIES

Mutual Recognition: 

Accreditation certificates 

could be considered valid in 

other countries if accrediting

NAB has successfully

undergone peer evaluation
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ACCREDITATION PROCEDURE

Accreditation is 

Usually Granted 

Program and Scope 

Specific in GHG 

Verification
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ACCREDITATION PROCEDURE

Application
Document

Review
Office Audit

Witness
Audits

Report
Decision on 
Accreditation

Accreditation 
Certificate

Accredited
Verification

Body 

Non-
Conformities 
Have to Be 

Addressed and 
Corrected
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ACCREDITATION PROCEDURE

 The asessment team checks, whether requirements are met

 For instance according to the AVR and ISO 14065:

Document
Review

Office 
Audit

Witness
Audits

Quality 
Management 

System

Procedures
for

Verification
Activities

Independence 
and 

Impartiality

Continued 
Competence 

Process
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Documentation 
and 
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and 
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Appeal and 
Complaint 

Management
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 Responsibility for a functioning MRV-System should overall be the 

task of the authorities

 NABs are responsible for surveillance of verifiers

 Surveillance/Reaccreditation has to be performed at least every two years 

according to ISO 17011

SURVEILLANCE OF VERIFICATION BODIES

Office 
Audits

Witness
Audits

Extraordinary 
Assessments

Can Assess 
Verification 

Reports

May Assess
Internal 

Verification
Documentation

Assesses 
Emissions 

Reports

Assesses 
Monitoring 
Methods

Surveillance 
should be 
performed 
every year

Possible to
Witness

Verification
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 The accreditation body may as administrative measures suspend, 

reduce or withdraw the accreditation in cases of non-compliance of a 

verification body

 Applicable administrative measure depend on scope and extent of the 

non-compliance

 In most cases the accreditation body might demand measures to prevent 

the detected non-compliance in the future, such as additional training of 

auditors. If the verification body fulfills the NABs expectations the 

accreditation will not be affected.

SURVEILLANCE OF VERIFICATION BODIES

Authorities May 

Submit Complaints 

to the NAB to Seek 

Administrative 

Measures
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 The number of persons and institutions involved requires that

information is exchanged in an effective way.

 To have the necessary information available in time can be a challenge.

 Timeline in EU-ETS:

 Use of templates and agreements by the involved parties on how and

when to exchange information is vital.

INFORMATION EXCHANGE
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INFORMATION EXCHANGE: EXAMPLE EU ETS

NAB CA

Verification 
Body

Verification of 
Emissions 

Report

Accreditation

and 
Surveillance

OperatorDraft 
Emissions 

Report

Accreditation Work 
Programme

Management 
Report

Relevant Results of 
Report 

Assessments 

Complaints

Notification 
of Planned 
Verification 
Activities

?! Approved 
Monitoring 

Plan
Verified 

Emissions 
Report



E-Mail: emissionstrading@dehst.de

Internet: www.dehst.de

Thank you for your attention!

Name

This presentation is based on a speech held by the German 
Emissions Trading Authority (DEHSt) and is not clear for 
publication. Check against delivery. References and 
quotations from the presentation must at all times be 
approved in written form by the DEHSt.


